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9L!4&Ec4s Matters Related to Fall-out frm PaclflcTest
IIseting
5-12-5Z
a Dr. Bugher and Mr. Eisenbud reviewedat length the status

of various problemswhich have ar16en as the result of fall-out

from the Pacific test operatlon8,

With regard to the contaminationof Inhabitedislands in

the Marshall Group,Dr,Bugher reported that it appears to be

undesirablefor the InhabitantsM’ Rondulap ntoll to return
—. ——

to the Island for a year. He discussedwith the Commfssloners

arrangementswhich are being made to provide them with another

suitablehome until conditionspermit their return. He then

reported on the

U. S, personnel

appear to be In

health of the Island residentsand of the

now at TriplerHospitaland indicatedthat all

satisfactorycondition. !IheU. S, personnel

will be returned to duty when the present examination1s

completed,

With regard to a petitionwhich has been presentedto the

United Nations on behalf of the islanders,requeatlngthst test

operationsIn the area be discontinued if possible,fir.Bugher

said that it remained uncertainhow the petitionhad been sub-

mitted or preciselywho had prepared it.

Mr. Eisenbud then reported on the situationin tTapanIn
1

the light of his experiencesin the early part of April. He

?irst reviewedat length eventewhich had occurredaboard the
!

Japanesefishing vessel which receivedconsiderablefall-o~t

In the te8t area and commentedon the condltlor.of Its crew enU

the oouxvieof their treatmentIn Japan. liepointed out that the
._.-_
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ianguagebarrier had been the source of many
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relations of American●nd Japanesemedical personnel.

He then reported on the situationwith regard to the con-

taminationof tuna fish and said that during his stay in Japan

he had not personallyexaminedany contaminatedfish but that

it appeared certain that some contaminationhad occurred. He

observedthat the Japaneseanxiety about the possible consequences

of contaminationhad been caused in part, at least, by the pro-

spect of the cancellationof orders placed by American firms,

In the course of discussionon these matters,Mr. Smyth

asked to be providedwith a report on fall-out on ships in the I

Pacificarea. I
.-

Dr. Bugher then referred to a suggestionwhich had been \

received from the State Department that the AEC provide a

representative*O accompanya Japanese uctentificexpedition

to

of

to

it

the areas surroundingthe proving grounds, (Seeminutes

Meeting 982,) He eald that especiallysince the expeditionwas

be accompaniedby a number of newspaperreporters,and since

appeared likely that extensivepublicitywould be given to

any developmentsunfavorableto the U. S. which might occur,

he believed that the position of a representivewould be extremel:

awkward and thereforerecommendedthat none be sent. As an

alternativehe proposed that AEC representativesmeet with the

members of the expeditionat Wake Island or at some other con-

venient place to hold unclassifieddiscussionsof matters of

interest to them. The (?eneralManager indicatedthat this was
~epartmentofEnergy

also hts position on the matter. HiStoriatl’S Office
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Mr. Murray said that eince the State Departmentapparently

believed that AEC repreoentatlonwas desirable●nd since tliit

egency was presumably In a better poeltlon to evaluate some
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aspects of such a question than the AEC, It appeared to him tnet

& repre8entetlveshouldbe dlapatched, Mr. Zuckert said that

It appeared to him also that effectiverepresentationmight

be most desirable,both in demonstratingthat the U. S, Is

vllllng to offer assistancein any reasonableproject of this

kind and in servingto set In their true light any unfounded

allegationswhich might be made as a result of the expedition.

Mr. Smyth Indicated that he too was of the oplnlon that the

AEC ought not to decline to participateIn any valid attempt to
!

explore questionsof this kind, Mr. Campbellsaid that he agreed

that U. S. representation with the expedition would be appropriate I

I

since the State Departmenthad requested it, but that he would

-.

prefer that some person who was not an employee of the AEC or

of an AEC contractorbe Bent.

In responseto a question by the Commissioners,

Mr. Salisbury said that although difficultiesmight result fram

AEC Particlpattonin the expedition,he was Inclined to think

that on the whole thesewould be less serious than the problems

which might arise If no representativewere sent.

The

expressed

effort to

General Manager said that in view of the opinions

by the Commissioners,the staff would make every

insure that a representativeIs on hand to meet the

expedition at a convenient port of call. Mr. Campbell said he

understoodIt to be the intentionof the Commissionthat the ~
I

AEC representative would not be obliged to join the expedition ~

if he should conclude that its purpose or nature would make It

unwioe to do BO. The other Commissioners Indicated their con-

currence in Mr. Campbell’s statementof thla point.
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